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To the Residents of Riverdale: 


The Town of Riverdale was incorporated December 27, 
1950 although the community existed prior to that time. This 
book will give you insight into the development of the 
personality of the town and in some instances, the personali- 
ties of its people. We hope you enjoy reading this history of 
Riverdale’s first fifty years. 


Eldon H. Hansen 
Mayor 





The sign welcoming visitors to Riverdale, Iowa. 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE PROCLAMATION 


WHEREAS, the town of Riverdale was established 50 years 
ago; and 


WHEREAS, it’s important that the history of the community 
be recognized; and 


WHEREAS, many hardworking volunteers want to bring the 
residents together in celebration; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town 
Council hereby declares July 4, 2000 through July 4, 2001 as 
Riverdale’s Golden Jubilee and encourages all residents to 
participate in the celebration activities. 





A map of Riverdale as it appeared in 1953. 
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The Early Days: Pre-Riverdale 


The Mississippi River and its verdant valley pre-date 
us all. With the migration of souls across America, the allure 
of this area that would become Riverdale drew many to call 
it home. Native Americans, explorers, trappers, settlers — the 
progression of civilization marched through this valley with 
many choosing to stay. 

Crissey House, the oldest remaining building within 
the city limits, dates back to the mid-1840’s. The house, 
originally owned by Christopher Rowe, passed to J.R. 
Nutting in 1900. Nutting bequeathed it to his children when 
he passed away in 1913, and the family leased the house until 
Mr. and Mrs. John Crissey purchased the property in 1937. 





Crissey House 


By the time the Crisseys moved in, the valley had 
been conquered by the plow. Many farmers were making 
their living from the fertile soil that would give birth to 
Riverdale. The most prominent operation was the Iowana 
dairy farm operated by Col. George French and his family. 





An aerial view of lowana Farms during its heyday. 


From 1912 through 1942, IJowana Farms held a 
premier place among dairy farms in the area, if not nation- 
wide. The family was known not only for their vast estate, 
but for their wide philanthropic efforts as well. 

The French mansion dominated what was then 
known as West Hill, occupying the site now used by the 
homes at 151, 152, and 163 Elmhurst Lane. The caretaker’s 
house (139 Elmhurst Lane) remains as the last vestige of the 
working farm site. 

G. Decker French commissioned the East Hill house 
in 1925 and resided there until 1951. Though the West Hill 
house is long since gone, the only slightly smaller (26 rooms) 
East Hill house still stands. It joined the National Register in 
the fall of 1999 and serves as the home of the Mike and 
Caroline Bawden family. 











The French family mansion. 










The second oldest remaining home in Riverdale 
is the home of the James Mahler family. Originally 
built in 1910, Col. George French constructed the 
home for his wife’s sister and her husband. Several 
members of the French family lived in the home 
before it became home of the farm’s caretaker. 
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‘The East Hill house of G. Decker French. 


The Hoots home, the oldest in Riverdale before the 
Volunteer Fire Department used it as a training fire in 


1963. 











The Welch home. The family has lived on the same 
farm since 1876. 








Charlotte’s Market, the fruit and vegetable stand 
operated by Charlotte and Charles Hoots. Eventually 
became the restaurant known as the Welcome Inn, 





Two of the homes occupied by Iowana Farms, and 
later, ALCOA employees. 





Also part of the lowana Farms complex were five 
houses located on the west side of Manor Drive hill, facing 
what is now Bicentennial Park. After the closing of Iowana 
Farms, ALCOA management, including Hugh Hannah, Clyde 
Shenk, Charles Stoughton, Sam Jones, and Ken Sheridan 
leased the homes. One by one the houses were moved or 
torn down, the last one leaving in the early seventies. 
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Another of the area’s flourishing businesses in those 
days before and during World War II, was the Hass Poultry 
Farm. The Hass family opened their fancy poultry business 
on Belmont Road in 1938. The farm served as a clearing- 
house for shipping exotic birds around the world. 

At the time, the only exotic bird farm in the United 
States, the family business thrived for twenty years. 





Different varieties of peacocks on the Hass farm. 


During that span, the family shipped peacocks, 
Canadian geese, wild turkeys, pheasants, Muscovie ducks, 
parakeets, five varieties of swans and thirty-two different 
varieties of pigeons. 

“When I wanted to call the kids in for dinner,” Lucille 
Hass recalls, “I’d yell and the birds would squawk so loud 
that the kids couldn’t hear me. It got so bad that we went to 
a junkyard and bought an old ship’s bell that we hung in the 
backyard. From then on, whenever I wanted the kids, I’d Just 
ring the bell.” 
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The Hass family dinner bell. 


There were several barns, coops, and birdhouses 
constructed over the years, but of those buildings, only a 
very few remain. The roundhouse where the parakeets 
roosted still stands, as does one small barn just off the edge 
of Belmont Road. Constructed in 1940, it serves as a lonely 
reminder to the bustle that was the Hass Poultry Farm. 





The barn during construction in 1940 — and today. 











Ducks in the Hass front yard 
and John Hass feeding swans. 


S& W Manufacturing first opened its doors in 
Davenport, Iowa in 1938 as one of the first makers of 
mechanical embalming machines in the United States. In 
1941, Delores and Arnold Snyder, then thirteen and eleven 
respectively moved, along with their parents, and S & W, to 
the corner of State Street and Bellingham Road. The Snyders 
moved into the house that still stands behind theS & W 
building. 
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At that time, the home faced State Street. It wasn’t 
until 1949, and the widening of the street to four lanes, that 
the family had the house moved to its current location at 108 


S. Bellingham Road. 





An early embalming machine produced 
by S & W Manufacturing. 


With the onset of World War II, the shortage of 
stainless steel caused S & W to turn away from embalming 
machines and enter the war effort. Over the next four years, 
the company produced machine gun bases, tank roller shafts, 


and chainlink used in minesweeper ships. 
Just across the road from S & W, amidst the marsh, 


farmland and quarry that occupied that ground a plan was 
brewing that, after the war, would change the future of the 


entire area. 
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The sign announcing the construction of ALCOA. 
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Riverdale 


The Aluminum Company of America first announced 
its intention to build a $30 million dollar sheet and plate 
rolling mill in the area on May 23, 1946. ALCOA named 
E.B. Fassel as its Davenport Works Manager, with his staff 
taking an office in the Kahl Building until January 1948, 
when the headquarters moved to what would soon be the 
mill site of Riverdale. 





The ALCOA plant during its construction (1948). 


Even before ALCOA opened its doors, the battle for 
its freedom began. The first meeting to discuss the incorpo- 
ration of the area including ALCOA took place in 1948. 
Bettendorf had already enacted plans to annex the area and 
the fledgling aluminum mill wasn’t the only group against 
becoming part of Bettendorf. Many of the local residents 
also were opposed to the annexation, believing the neighbor- 
ing community was after them only because of their 
proximity to the potential riches presented by having 
ALCOA on the city’s tax rolls. 
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The official ballot of Riverdale’s first civic election. 


The judge’s decision that decreed Riverdale’s birth. 
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When the first town council met shortly after New 
Year’s 1951, they hoped that the first order of business 
would be dealing with the needed services and ordinances of 
their fledgling community. Immediately though, they were 
again forced to do battle with those in Bettendorf who still 
sought to annex the new neighbor. 

The bitter struggle continued with Bettendorf firing 
the first volley when the city filed an appeal of the December 
27, 1950 decision of Judge Sutton. Bettendorf claimed that 
‘the Riverdale town council shouldn’t even be allowed to take 
office since Bettendorf had initiated annexation proceedings 
before the council had been voted into office. 

On January 4, 1951, Riverdale filed an action in Scott 
County District Court against Bettendorf. This petition 
claimed that the original Bettendorf annexation notice had 
not been directed at all residents of the area. By this time, 
243 residents and businesses had allied against the larger 
community. 

Even with the tension of the annexation war hanging 
over their heads, the inaugural council began to deal with the 
other problems that beset a new town. Councilman Clyde 
Shenk was appointed head of the fire committee that would 
survey the fire protection needs of the town. 

The council also enacted ordinances prohibiting 
house trailers and the establishment of junkyards within the 
city limits. 

On January 10, 1951, the council ratified the 
appointment of James Quinn as Riverdale’s first fire chief. 
The designation of Quinn, ALCOA’s fire chief at that time, 
led to the establishment of the volunteer fire department. 
Temporarily, the ALCOA fire fighting equipment would 
serve Riverdale’s needs. A week later, the town named 
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Herman Tushaus as the first assistant fire chief. 





Riverdale’s first town council. From left: W. Irvin 
Graham, Mayor John C. Crissey, Clyde E. Shenk, 
Sam Blair, Albert J. Welch, and Hugh R. Seibel. 


Those more mundane tasks were shunted aside when 
the annexation battle grew more intense. 

On November 8, 1951, Judge W.L. Keck upheld 
Bettendorf’s right to annex the land east of them, including 
Riverdale. 

Mayor Jack Crissey spoke out immediately. “The 
town of Riverdale was established in good faith when the 
residents of this area voted 112 to 3 for incorporation.” 

M.F. Wasburne, Industrial Relations Director for 
ALCOA at the time, called the proposed annexation, “A rank 
attempt of Bettendorf to get tax money from the area 
incorporated as Riverdale.” 
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Judge Keck’s ruling sent the combatants scurrying 
back to court, Bettendorf determined to sustain their 
momentum and capitalize on this victory, Riverdale equally 
determined to fight on and save their town from further 
encroachment. 

“We sincerely desire,” Mayor Crissey said, “to 
continue as an independent community and we will take any 
measures possible to retain our status as a municipality.” 

The war over annexation raged on until February 9, 
1953 when the Iowa Supreme Court upheld the incorpora- 
tion of Riverdale. The unanimous opinion, written by Justice 
Mulroney, agreed with Riverdale’s position that the 
Bettendorf annexation policy was unconstitutional. 

After five long years of struggle, Riverdale finally had 
the larger Bettendorf off its back. Now the council could 
finally get down to the business of building their new town 
into a success. 





The banner headline proclaiming freedom. 
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THE ORIGINAL TOWN HALL 


With no building to house its official activities, 
Riverdale’s town council met at the Duck Creek School, 
eventually re-named Riverdale School. In February of 1956, 
Riverdale reached an agreement with ALCOA to provide a 
building to both house the council and serve as fire station 
for the community’s two trucks in exchange for $100 per 


month. 





A painting of the original town hall. 


Originally constructed in 1910 to serve as the 
carriage house for Colonel G.W. French. The building 
housed the Colonel’s carriages and motor cars, including his 
prized Pierce Arrow which had two different bodies, a 
limousine for winter and a touring car for summer. 
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The second floor served as living quarters for the 
chauffeur, and in later years for the town’s first fire chief, 
John Quinn. 

After renovating the building slightly, the council and 
fire department moved in. On December 30, 1969, ALCOA 
donated the building and grounds to the town. 

Located on Manor, Windsor, and Elmurst Drives, the 
town hall served until the late eighties when further renova- 
tion was considered. Concerned that the building still 
wouldn’t meet code, the council instead turned its attention 
to construction of the current town hall. 

After thirty-five years of service, the original town 
hall was razed in 1991. 





The town hall/firehouse in 1985. 
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THE LAND 


Manor Hills — 1923 
Eighteen lots on Fenno Road and Fenno Drive. 


Havens Acres — 1947 
Forty-one lots on the streets that would become Kensington 
Road, Wysteria Lane and Sycamore Lane. 


Pleasant Hills First Addition — 1954 

Up from State Street (US 67) including the top of the hill. 
The addition contains thirty-four lots on Circle Drive and 
Manor Drive. 


Pleasant Hills Second Addition — 1955 
Provided another twenty-two lots to Manor Drive. 


Pleasant Hills Third Addition — 1956 
Added seven lots on Windsor Drive and Elmhurst Lane. 


Russell Bowers Properties — 1964 
Four lots along Valley Drive west of Belmont Road. 


Val River Subdivision — 1966 
Along State Street (US 67) four lots were added. 


Pleasant Hills Fourth Addition — 1967 
Nine lots joined Manor Drive. 


Wingert’s First Addition — 1972 
Eight lots added south of Pleasant Valley High School. 
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Hass’s First Addition — 1980 
Lot 18 of Manor Hill was re-sub-divided into three lots. 


Littrell’s First Addition — 1997 
The Littrells family land was replatted. 


THE WATER 


In 1953, ALCOA helped establish the Pleasant Hills 
Water Company to provide water service for the planned 
subdivision. 

At the time, area residents used private wells and 
septic systems to provide their water and sewer services. 

The Pleasant Hills Water Company erected a pump 
station at the foot of Manor Drive within what is now the 
Town Hall parking lot. A 100,000 gallon elevated tank was 
erected along Windsor and Manor Drives, adjacent to the 
original Town Hall, and water mains were laid in all the 
streets. 

Davenport Water Company purchased the Pleasant 
Hills Water Company in 1968. The new company abandoned 
the wells and laid a supply main from Belmont Road. 

“City water” didn’t reach either Haven’s Acres or 
Manor Hill until the pipes were finally laid to those areas in 
1978. 





The Pleasant Hills Water Company’s pump station 
that used to stand at the bottom of Manor Drive. 


THE SEWERS 


Residents still depended on septic systems until 1977. 
During that year Riverdale became partners with Davenport 
and Bettendorf in a new sanitary sewer system with a 
treatment plant located in Davenport. New sewer lines were 
installed throughout Riverdale. 








being constructed in 1953. 





At right, how it 
looks today. 





The sewer construction of 1977. 
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At left, the water tower as it was 








THE GARDENER 


Clyde Shenk was always tending to something, either 
the backyard garden he took so much pride in or the 
community that he adored. 

“Dad didn’t sit around and do nothing very well,” Jim 
Shenk says. “He always had to be busy. He spent a lot of | 
time in the garden and no matter what season it was, there 
was never a weed out there.” 





Clyde Shenk shortly after announcing his 
retirement from the Riverdale Town Council. 


Mr. Shenk arrived with ALCOA in the late forties, 
actually helping to survey the ground that would eventually 
house the giant mill, but the reason he stayed in Riverdale for 
so long was his love of the community. 

Elected to the first Town Council in 1950, Mr. Shenk 
served for over forty years making him the longest serving 
elected official in the history of Iowa. Aside from his duties 
with the council and ALCOA, Mr. Shenk also served as a 
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volunteer firefighter and, along with his wife, Inez, raised 
two sons, 





~ Clyde and Inez Shenk 


Mts. Shenk also involved herself in civic activities 
with both the PTA and the school board. The boys were 
taught early in life that serving one’s community was a duty, 
not a luxury. Although Dick passed away too early, Jim still 
lives his parents’ example, working for lowa Workforce 
Development. 

Described as an intense man, devoted to his family, 
Clyde also was an avid sports fan. Even in that, he couldn’t 
sit still long enough for just one event. 

Jim recalls, “Ona Saturday you could find Dad lying 
on the couch, a ball game on the TV, another on a tabletop 
radio and he’d listen to a third on an earplug from the 
transistor radio on his chest. But if you asked him what was 
going on in any of the games he could tell you. He was 
always doing more than one thing at a time.” 
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The Fire Department 


In most small towns, Riverdale included, it’s not the 
police department or the sheriff's office that is the most 
recognized group when it comes to the community’s safety. 
That honor is reserved for the Volunteer Fire Department. 
When Riverdale’s town council began its first meeting, the 
hot topic of discussion was not law enforcement but fire 
protection. 












Riverdale’s first fire chief, James J. Quinn, atop 
the town’s first fire truck, a loaner from ALCOA. 
















Almost immediately, the fire department proved its 
worth battling blazes not only in Riverdale, but also helping 
the neighboring communities including fighting the famous 
fire at the Bettendorf Case plant in 1952. 









Volunteer fireman Lawrence Snyder with the first fire 


truck purchased by Riverdale, 1953. 
Two different views of the 1952 J.I. Case fire. Above, 


taken at the site. Below, as it appeared from Riverdale. 





Volunteers cleaning the Mack fire truck on a sunny 
summer day. 
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Over the years, the duties, abilities, and personnel Brown, Larry Burgmeier, Paul 
have changed, but never the commitment of those people ‘ 
willing to risk’their lives to protect their neighbors. Cole, Mike Crissey, John 
DeCamp, Charles DeChant, Don 
FIRE CHIEFS 
James J. Quinn 1951 — 1955 Dinsmore, Ron Duttlinger, Kylon 
Albert J. Welch 1955 — 1961 
Ivan V. Fahy 1961 — 1962 Everioniy Faby tyan 
Philip Goettsch 1962 — 1964 
Laverne Wegmann =1964 — 1987 | 
Floyd Bruns 1987 — 1988 
Steve Sinner 1988 — 1992 
Floyd Bruns 1992 — Present 





Former volunteer Arnold Snyder in his 
turnout gear, around 1953. 





* Former Riverdale Volunteer Firefighters Fauble, Ed Fisher, Don 
Albert, Rick Anderson, Tim Fogelson, Elmer Froeschle, Ken 
Behe nay Becker, Vicki Gile, Richard Goettsch, Phil 
Behrens, Steve Blair, Sam Graham, Irvin Griswold, Mark 
Brockman, David Brooks, Ralph Halsey, Dean | Halsey, Jack 
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Pille, Kay Provan, John 





Quinn, Jr. James Quinn, Sr. James 

Quinn, Rich Ramie, Frank 

Reneau, Vic Rice, Fred 

Ricketts, Rick Robinson, John 

Rodgers, John Rose, Art 

Rose, Earl Ruffin, Ronald 

Schwartz, Roy Shenk, Clyde 

Sheridan, W.K. Shirk, Jim 

Sloan, Jack Smith, Archie The Riverdale Fire Department, August, 1960. 


L to R Front: I. Owen, W. Wurtz, I. Graham, 
A. Everson, J. Crissey, P. Goettsch. 

Back: Chief J. Welch, C. Shenk, T. Hanson, 
I. Fahy, K. Froeschle, A. Speth. 





Snyder, Arnold Snyder, Ivan 
Snyder, Lawrence Soehl, Otto 
Speth, Allen Stoughton, C.B. 
Townsley, Edwin Tray, Patrick 
Trudell, Michael Tushaus, Herman 


The Riverdale ladder truck, a frequent guest 
at Fourth of July parades. 


Vandermark, Marshal. Vandemark, Wayne 
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The Volunteer Firefighters during 1990. L to R: 
Kathryn Iehl, unknown person, Jack Franklin, 
Floyd Bruns, Dale Hupp, Michael Wegmann, 
Rick Ricketts, John Channon, Robert Gindlesparger. 
In window: Steve Sinner. 


Voss, Ed Wakeland, Randy 
Wegmann, Laverne Welch, Albert 
Werts, Rodger Wurtz, Wade 
Young, Neal 





Current Riverdale Firefighters 


Anderson, Amy 
Bowers, Bruce 
Cannon, John 
Curran, Joshua 
Fairman, James 
Franklin, Jack 


Hoffman, Sara 


Hupp, Eric 


Barchman, Richard 
Bruns, Floyd 
Claussen, John 
Eberhart, Bruce 

Fink, Rodney 
Gindlesparger, Robert 
Hupp, Dale 


Kleinsmith, Michael 





The Hazardous Materials truck which has 
become a mainstay of the Riverdale Fire 


Department. 


Krieger, Lisa Miller, George 
Picton, Paul Priest, Kyle 
Quakenbush IT, David Sinner, Steve 
Sotelo, Steve Wegmann, Michael 


The people of Riverdale would like to offer a very 
well-deserved THANK YOU to all of the volunteer 
firefighters past and present. The community appreciates all 
you give, and give up, in order to serve. 





The Mack fire engine out making friends on 
Manor Drive. Former Fire Chief Phil Goettsch 
rides on the running board. 


THE CHIEF 


Fire Chief for nearly a quarter of acentury, Laverne 
Wegmann fought numerous fires over the years. 

The hottest one, he recalls, wasn’t even in Riverdale. 
“We got called in to assist the Bettendorf firefighters when 
the old Plaza Bowl on State Street burned. That was the 


hottest.” 

But the times weren’t all hard. 

“There’s a camaraderie that builds in a group like 
that. It’s something like the feeling that develops in combat, 
and it never goes away.” 

Mr. Wegmann should know. Not only did he serve his 
community as a volunteer firefighter, but also his country as 
a decorated infantryman. Like many of his neighbors, Mr. 


Wegmann has found his life enriched by public service. 





Former Fire Chief Laverne Wegmann. 
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LAW AND ORDER 


Crime has never been the biggest concern in 
Riverdale. When asked about the worst crime he remembers 
investigating during his days as town marshal, Stan Petersen 
recalls, “Once, not long after the college was built, a kid 
tried to race his car between two of the houses on Manor 
Drive. He headed for the school but got bogged down in the 
mud. He didn’t get too far.” 
ie “It’s always been a quiet place,” says Otto Soehl, 
Justice of the peace from 1962-65. “When they asked me to 
be JP, they thought I could handle the cases right here in my 
front room. I told them that if I took the job, we'd be 
holding court at the Town Hall.” 





The former Riverdale police car. Ex-marshal Stat 
Petersen is behind the wheel, Mr. Petersen’s father 
occupies the passenger seat (late 70’s). 
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When asked about his biggest case, Mr. Soehl grins 
sheepishly. “My first case. My brother-in-law ran the stop 


\sign at the bottom of Manor Drive. I had to fine him $14.00. 


In the end, we both had a pretty good laugh over it.” 


It wasn’t all easy though. Lyvonne Speth recalls that 
her husband, Allen, marshal for twenty-four years, had just 
been in the job a few months before he and his deputy, 
Charlie Hoots, stopped a car for speeding on Highway 67. 

“The speeder turned out to be a minister from 
Davenport,” she says. “As Allen and the minister stood next 
to the man’s car while Allen gave the man his ticket, they 
looked up to see a car approaching quickly. Jack had stayed 
in the patrol car and Allen and the minister dived out of the 
way just in time as the speeding car plowed into the back of 
the patrol car, sending it into the back of the minister’s car.” 





Former Marshal Allen Speth. 
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In the end, Marshal Speth and the minister both 
escaped injury, while Deputy Hoots received minor injuries 
from the accident. They all knew they had been very lucky. 


TOWN MARSHALS 


M. E. Vandemark 1953 — 1957 


Allen Speth 1958 — 1972 
Garner W. Cates 1972 — 1974 
Jack A. Hoots 1974 — 1974 


Garner W. Cates 1974 — 1977 
Stanley Petersen 1977 — 1981 
Office abolished after 1981 
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EDUCATION 
The 3 R’s: Readin’, Ritin’, and Riverdale 


It’s amazing the changes that can take place ina 
community over fifty years. Nowhere is that fact more 


obvious than in the field of education. 
In the thirties, Duck Creek School served the needs 


of the area: a one room school where students from all the 
grades shared the classroom. Eventually, a canvas curtain 
split the tiny room in two so the junior high students could 
have separate accommodations. 





The original Duck Creek School. 
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added an office, a cafeteria, a small multi-purpose room, and 
doubled the number of classrooms to eight. 

5) During the summer of 1954, the school appointed its 
first full-time principal, Ed Fauble. Beginning the next fall. he 
and his staff of ten oversaw the education of the approxi- 
mately 150 students in grades Ki 2g) High school students 
were still being sent to either Davenport or Bettendorf. 
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The Riverdale School after its 1957 facelifi 


The next three years, proved a busy time in Riverdale 
education. John Deere executive David Gilchrist, who 
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No longer on their own in 1957, Riverdale was now 
joined by Pleasant Valley, Belmont, Hopewell, and Forest 
Grove to form the School Township of Pleasnt Valley. 
Already up to 250 students within its own walls, Riverdale 
became part of a district that numbered over 600 students. 

At the same time, a bond referendum passed 
overwhelmingly which allowed for a second addition to the 
Riverdale School adding a new gymnasium, locker rooms, 
cafeteria, library, science room, home economics room, band 
and music rooms, new offices, and additional general 
classrooms. It also gave the school a higher profile by adding 

a second floor on the east wing. 





Construction added the second floor to the 
Riverdale School in 1957. 


In the summer of 1957, the district announced plans 
to build a high school that would be situated in Riverdale. 
Pleasant Valley High School opened its doors to grades 7 — 
11 in 1960 and included a senior class in the fall of 1961. 
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The building boom was only the first step in creating 
a higher quality education program within Riverdale. 
Educational standards were established for the existing staff, 
along with a salary schedule equal or greater to the bigger 
area districts which allowed teachers to seriously consider 
teaching in the smaller district. 
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Pleasant Valley High School. 


Though the new wing led to expansion of the science 
program and the establishment of a library program, changes, 
like regular parent-teacher conferences at all grade levels, 
were introduced. 

Other groundbreaking techniques, some considered 
forward thinking even today, were also in place, Foremost 
among these ideas was the teaching of a foreign language, 
Spanish, to children as early as the first grade. 

The forming of the Pleasant Valley Community 
School District in 1966 was controversial. The County 
Superintendent wanted the School Township of Pleasant 
Valley to reorganize with more county districts. 
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The battle went to court with a judge’s decision 
allowing the present district to be formed. Along with 
Pleasant Valley, the reorganization included both the 
LeClaire Township and Independent districts, giving the new 


district approximately 2000 students. ; 
The schools in the district are now all FINE (First In 


the Nation in Education) schools, a designation sought by 
many institutions but achieved by only a few. Also, Pleasant 
Valley High School was named one of the Ten Best High 


Schools in the United States. 
Since the formation of the Pleasant Valley Township 


Schools, the student population has grown from a mere 600 
to over 3000. 





Scott Community College as it neared completion. 


Higher education has come to the community as well. 
Scott Community College built their main campus 1n 
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Riverdale in 1968 on 181 acres donated by ALCOA. From 
- 240 students enrolled in various locations across the Iowa 
Quad Cities in 1966, the college has expanded to serve 
nearly 4000 students in the year 2000. 

In 1975, nearly 50,000 square feet of classrooms and 
labs were added to the college’s main building. The Applied 
Technologies building, added in 1978, houses Auto Technol- 
ogy, Auto Collision Repair, Diesel Technology, and Heating, 
Air Conditioning and Ventilation programs. 

Scott Community College added transfer classes to 
its mission in 1979 with their merger with Palmer Junior 
College. A Student Life Center, library, and classrooms 
joined in 1987 with the construction of a 25,000 square foot 
addition. The college’s latest addition, in 1994, added 
classrooms and faculty offices to keep up with the ever- 
growing student body. 

ALCOA, which started their partnership with the 
college with the original donation of land, has continued to 
be an important part of Scott Community College life 
through scholarships, the ALCOA Leadership Award, and 
contributions to other college projects. 

Time and technology have vastly changed the face of 
local education since the days of the one room schoolhouse, 
but the quality of that education has only increased with the 
passage of time and the commitment of people like Ed 
Fauble, David Gilchrist, Lyle Mercer, and their legion of 
allies. 
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The Very Blustery Day 


The National Weather Service and the news media 
refused to use the word “tornado,” but April 19, 1966 was, 
at the very least, a very blustery day. 

Joanne Concannon remembers coming home from 
work at around 7:40 p.m. and setting the alarm on her oven 
to remind her of 8:00 when she intended to watch the 
Tuesday Night Movie, Light in the Piazza, with Olivia de 
Havilland, Rossano Brazzi, Yvette Mimieux and George 
Hamilton. 

Her husband, Rex, was out for the evening, attending 
a bowling banquet with his brother. Joanne figured she had 
just enough time for a quick nap before the movie started. 
Kicking off her shoes and flopping into her easy chair, she 

got to sleep easy enough, but she never heard the alarm. 


“ RETTENDORE, RIVERDALE HIT HARD — 


‘Wind, Rain Whip Q-C And lows 









seats 





50 








243 Circle Drive the day after the storm. 


Sometime between 7:50 and 8:00 p.m., Joanne 
snapped awake to what sounded like a train roaring through 
the backyard. She sat in pitch blackness, the power having 
gone out while she slept. Just as she sat forward, the kitchen 
window exploded, showering the room with broken glass. 

She rose just as a sheet of plywood careened into the 
glass sliding doors behind her chair. Surprisingly, the door 
and frame bowed into a c-shape without breaking. 

Realizing she was in the middle of a tremendous 
storm, but still shoeless, Joanne crossed the glass-strewn 
kitchen floor headed toward the basement. Barely halfway 
down the stairs, she heard the bedroom window detonate, 
glass shards flying like missiles, embedding in the walls of the 
bedroom and hallway. 

“I told myself,” she recalls, “that it seemed to be 
about over and I didn’t want to be under the rubble of the 
house if anything else happened, so I went back upstairs.” 
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735 Circle Drive the day after the storm. The 
debris piled against the door is the roof of the 
garage from 244 Circle Drive which detached 
and blew across the street during what the NWS 


called a, “high wind.” 


Back upstairs and still shoeless, Joanne went into the 
bedroom, grabbed up her purse and slipped on her shoes. 
She made her way back through the house and went out into 
the front yard. Miraculously, she hadn’t gotten So much as a 
scratch either from the flying glass or any of the shards on 
the floor as she walked around the house with no shoes. 

She remembers, “Phil Doherty, our next door 
neighbor was out in his front yard. He asked if everyone was 
okay. I told him I was home alone, but that I was fine. 
Across the street (in what is now the Miller’s house), the 
tree in the front yard had been twisted like a corkscrew. 

“J flagged down the first car I saw. It turned out to 
be one of our neighbors from over near Fieldcrest. She let 
me use their phone to call Rex at his banquet and my mother. 
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The building boom was only the first step in creating 
a higher quality education program within Riverdale. 
Educational standards were established for the existing staff, 
along with a salary schedule equal or greater to the bigger 
area districts which allowed teachers to seriously consider 
teaching in the smaller district. 
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Pleasant Valley High School. 


Though the new wing led to expansion of the science 
program and the establishment of a library program, changes, 
like regular parent-teacher conferences at all grade levels, 
were introduced. 

Other groundbreaking techniques, some considered 
forward thinking even today, were also in place, Foremost 
among these ideas was the teaching of a foreign language, 
Spanish, to children as early as the first grade. 

The forming of the Pleasant Valley Community 
School District in 1966 was controversial. The County 
Superintendent wanted the School Township of Pleasant 
Valley to reorganize with more county districts. 
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The battle went to court with a judge’s decision 
allowing the present district to be formed. Along with 
Pleasant Valley, the reorganization included both the 
LeClaire Township and Independent districts, giving the new 


district approximately 2000 students. ; 
The schools in the district are now all FINE (First In 
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Higher education has come to the community as well. 
Scott Community College built their main campus 1n 
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The back of the Paro (Kempton) home, April 20, 1966. 


It took Rex and his brother until 2:00 a.m. to cover 
the windows enough to keep the weather out. 

By the time they ended the day, the inventory of 
damage seemed like something out of a disaster movie: 
Windows broken, curtains shredded, glass covering the 
floors, and embedded in the walls. Pieces of tar Bay shingles 
from the Paro’s roof on Circle Drive had also embedded | 
themselves in the walls. Wires were down in the back yard, a 
two by four, also from Paro’s garage, had driven itself io 
the Concannon’s roof. And if you visit today, you can still 
see the place where the “high wind” actually bowed the brick 
wall at the front of the house. 
| Shaking her head, Joanne says, “At least no one was 
hurt. 


It was a sentiment shared by many. 
The Paro house received the greatest amount of 
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The path of the storm as seen from the back yard of the 
Linn home (now Beran). 


damage in the storm with the loss of the garage, the 
breezeway and part of the house roof. But there were no 
injuries to them either. 

At the Linn home (now Beran), a two by four from 
Paro’s garage found its way into the second floor, lodging in 
the wall above Mr. and Mrs. Linn’s bed. 

Otto Soehl, who had been out to dinner with his wife 
that evening and was still driving on State Street when the 
storm hit, remembers, “When I saw the house next to ours, I 
thought there had been a gas explosion. I was still a 
volunteer fireman at the time so I ran into the house and 
grabbed my gear. It wasn’t until I got to their house that I 
realized what happened.” 

As the evening wore on, more and more of the 
volunteer firemen showed up, making their way house by 
house along the path of the storm. Though they found plenty 
of damage, luckily no one was seriously injured. 





The Day the Dog Went to College 


August 5, 1979. It seemed like a normal summer 
Sunday. The Chicago Cubs, surprisingly, still remained above 
.500 at 56-48, and the night before Dave Kingman had 
swatted his 37" homer of the season. For those who just 
wanted to spend the day relaxing in front of the television, 
Quad City Cable offered a whopping fifteen channels of 
entertainment to choose from. For those more interested in 
going to a movie, the Showcase Cinemas in Milan, now 
touting their newly opened seventh screen, featured Rocky 
II, Dracula starring Frank Langella, Alien, and the latest 
James Bond adventure, Moonraker slugging it out at the box 
office. 

More interested in a day outside? The Mississippi 
Valley Fair had crowned Elizabeth Klaminski Miss Valley 
Fair on Saturday night and on this Sunday she would be 
presiding over the day’s festivities which included the Hubert 
Castle Three Ring International Circus in the grandstand. 
The Quad-City Times weather forecast promised a beautiful 
day. Temperatures were expected to range somewhere 
between the upper eighties and low nineties, with a breeze 
between ten and eighteen miles an hour. A gorgeous day. A 
day for play and for the Wren family, supposedly, a day of 
rest. 

Louis and Norma Wren had moved their family to 
Riverdale, 1123 Fenno Road, only two months before. The 
boxes and cartons containing most of their belongings 
remained stacked around the house. Only a month after 
moving in, the Wrens had taken off on RAGBRAI (The 
. Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across Iowa) with their 
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three children: Christopher, known as Topher to friends and 
family, Christine, and Heather. The family had enjoyed a 
week of each other’s company as they pedaled across the 
state, finally arriving back home just last night. 

The family had spent a quiet day outside, gardening 
and easing into their new home. The family was just 
preparing to sit down to a dinner of hot dogs, corn on the 
cob, and fresh green beans from their garden when family 
friends Richard and Martha Jirus, along with their daughter 
Margie, pulled into the driveway to return the Wren’s bike 
trailer. 

“The sky had just clouded over and the wind had 
picked up some when they pulled in,” Norma recalls. “Louis 
had gone outside to help Richard unhitch the trailer. All of a 
sudden the front door and the Jirus’s little girl practically 
blew down the basement stairs.” 

Louis suggested that the family might be better off in 
the basement; the weather seemed to be turning bad quickly. 

As Norma ushered Margie and her own three kids 
down the stairs, Louis said he was going back outside to 
help Richard. Just as he closed the door and stepped outside, 
the tornado hit. 

Hugging the children to her in the basement, Norma 
remembers, “Their mouths were open and I know they were 
screaming, but I couldn’t hear them over the roar of the 
storm.” 

Outside, things had turned much worse. 

Louis had stepped out the door just in time to hear a 
sharp crack, the sound of a tree being wrenched in half next 
door. Then he turned toward his own house to see his barn 
flying from the back yard and circling the house. 
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The Wren’s kitchen 
after the tornado, the 
uneaten dinner and 
plates still on the table 
even after the wall and 
ceiling had been ripped 
away. 





The wind had slammed Martha Jirius’s leg in the car 
door. No matter how hard she tried, she couldn’t open the 
door to get away. Her husband crawled across the front seat 
and wrestled the door with all his strength to no avail. All he 
could do was battle the wind to a draw to keep the door 
from crushing his wife’s leg. 

Struggling against the gale, Louis tried to cross the 
yard to help Richard and Martha, but the weather drove him 
back to the porch. Unable to even open the front door now, 
he sought refuge in a corner of the tiny porch. 

Norma states, “The whole thing lasted ten, maybe 
fifteen, seconds but it seemed like forever. It was so loud 
you absorbed the sound more than you heard it. Then it was 
over.” 
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What was left after the barn flew away. 


Louis came inside and called down to the basement. 
Miraculously, though most of the house was destroyed, 
everyone was all right.” 

Martha Jirus suffered a gash in her leg and Louis 
ended up with a large knot on his head, the origin of which 
he never has been able to explain. 

And though the house suffered extensive damage, 
both families counted themselves lucky that no one had been 
seriously injured. 

“Your priorities become very clear,” Norma says. 

The storm tore the roof off the Wren’s home, 
dropping it in the middle of the street. Most of the kitchen, 
including the light fixtures and some cupboard doors flew to 


Scott Community College. 
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The back of the Wren house after the tornado. 
Below, the remnants of the garage that faced the 
front of the house. 
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In one of the stranger events of the evening, Scooter, 
the family dog also was carried to that location. 

She says, “We should have known something was 
wrong, Scooter was on the back porch whimpering right 
before the storm and he wasn’t prone to whining or anything. 
Lou told him to be quiet and came back into the house. That 
was the last we thought of him until after the storm.” 

The Wrens and Jirus’s were so concerned with 
making sure the kids were all right and dealing with the 
aftermath of what had happened to the house, that no one 
gave the dog a second thought. 

Standing in the front yard, their biggest concern 
became “live” wires. When the tornado jerked the roof off 
the house, it also yanked all the wiring off with it. 

“Tt was like the yard had spaghetti stripes,” Norma 
recalls. “There were wires everywhere and we didn’t know 
what was still live and what wasn’t. We walked in pairs 
through the yard being very careful to miss the wires.” 

As they got across the street, into the relative safety 
of the yard of their neighbor Deputy Sheriff Dan Dirkson, 
the air raid sirens went off announcing the storm warning. 
For a brief moment they feared that a second storm was 
coming but quickly realized that the siren wailed for the 
storm that had already destroyed their home. 

“One of the strangest things was having the tornado 
empty one of my junk drawers in the kitchen and then fill it 
with coal from the Iowa-Illinois storage facility down by the 
river,” she says. 

She goes on to say, “It was the kids who missed the 
dog first. The Bettendorf air raid sirens went off and Dan 
was going to load us all into his basement to be safe, but the 


62 





kids realized the dog was gone and they were practically 
hysterical.” 

The next day the volunteer fire department showed 
up, jerry-rigged trusses from the broken wood of the house 
and covered the house with duvateen to protect the Wren’s 
belongings from further damage. 
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Mayor Ralph Brooks, who the Wrens knew from 
church, volunteered to house the kids until things got better. 

““We were new in town,” Norma says, “didn’t know 
anybody, and yet everybody pitched in to help us out. Some 
of them didn’t even bother to introduce themselves, they just 
pitched in, helped out and left before we could even thank 
them. That’s when I knew that this was a special place.” 

And the dog? 

Scooter, who had only lived in the new family home 
for two weeks and found himself tossed around like a stray 
leaf, found his way home the night of the storm. Navigating 
in the dark, the wayward pooch showed up at the Wren’s 
back porch. A little worse for the wear but generally okay, 
Scooter came home from his night at the college. 
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Cleaning up the Wren home. To get all the insulation cleaned 
up, the family had to rake the living room and vacuum the 
front lawn. Below, the garage as seen from across the street. 
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The Businesses 





ALCOA 


Any discussion of business within the city limits of 
Riverdale begins, of course, with ALCOA. The Aluminum 
Company of America broke ground in what is now Riverdale 
back in 1946, then built the gigantic 126 acre mill that 
became home to the Davenport Works which produced sheet 
aluminum as early as March, 1949. 

Over the last fifty years, the facility, with 2500 
workers, has grown into the second largest employer in the 
Quad City area trailing only John Deere. 

Not only a major employer in the area, ALCOA has 
also proved to be a generous benefactor to Riverdale and the 
entire Quad City area. Over the years, the company has been 
instrumental in, among other things, helping Riverdale to 
acquire an aerial fire truck, and ALCOA also donated the 
land that became Riverdale Heights Elementary School on 
Devil’s Glen Road. 
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POWERHOUSE PRODUCTIONS 


The brainchild of Riverdale resident Jeff Struve, 
Powerhouse Productions is a recording studio that has 
produced not only radio spots and school productions, but 
has been the home to the recording of nearly fifty albums by 
numerous artists. In addition to his studio work, Mr. Struve 
has also performed services for musicians as diverse as jazz 
drummer Louie Bellson, rock drummer Alex Van Halen, the 
hard rock band Faith No More, and blues musician Ernie 


Peniston. 
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S&W as it appeared in the late sixties. 
S&W MANUFACTURING 


S&W Manufacturing, the small shop sitting at the 
corner of Bellingham and State Street, first opened its doors 
in Davenport back in 1938 when the company produced 
some of the first stainless steel embalming machines in the 
United States. By 1941 the company had moved to 
Riverdale. The current owner Delores Burroughs, then 
thirteen years old, and her brother, Arnold, eleven at the 
time, joined their family in the house that has been Delores’s 
home ever since. At the time, during World War II, the 
company produced mine sweeper parts, tank roller shafts, 
and machine gun bases. The company now does hot and cold 
forming, mostly for ALCOA, 
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MICKEY’S CAFE 


“I want to live here,” says Mickey Kosgard, along 
with her husband, Bill, owners of the restaurant that bears 
her name. “We like the people and the business.” 

They’re not the only members of the family that work 
in the family business either. Their daughter is a waitress 
there and Mickey’s mom serves as cook. 

The family took over Edna’s Diner, which had spent 
thirty years in the location, in 1994, and they added on after 
their first year, taking over a small beauty salon that 
occupied the corner of the building. Since then the restaurant 
has been serving what Mickey describes simply as, “good 
home cooking.” 
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BRENNY’S CYCLE CLINIC 


KEN’S BARBER SHOP 


Originally a grocery store operated by Bee Ohlrogge, 
this State Street business became a day old bread store until 
February of 1977 when the building was purchased and 
renovated by Mark Brenny, a motorcycle mechanic from 
Carroll, Iowa. 

Now a fifteen year resident of Riverdale, Mr. Brenny 
says, “I love Riverdale. They’re people you can really talk to. 
I don’t ever want to move.” 

After selling thirty-nine motorcycles in his first year 
of business, Brenny’s began a growth campaign that 
continues to this day. Having just opened a nearby second 
facility, Brenny’s Cycle Clinic last year boasted sales of over 
900 motorcycles. 


Ken Riedesel graduated from a Cedar Rapids barber 
college in July, 1958. In his forty-two years of experience he 
worked in several shops before settling into his own place in 


Riverdale in January of 1987. 
“T like Riverdale, nice little place,” he says. 
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THE UPPER CUT SALON 


Loretta Batchelor took over the former office of 
Struve Realty-and opened The Upper Cut Salon in October 
of 1986. 

“We try to be a convenience for our local custom- 
ers,” she says. “Some of them are shut-ins and we’ ll go pick 
them up so they can get their hair done.” 

When asked about Riverdale, she says, “The people 
are obliging and very courteous. They welcomed me with 
open arms and over the years we’ve made a lot of friends.” 
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BI-STATE RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT 


John Zubroski opened Bi-State in 1991 after taking 
over the building that had previously been both a mobile 
home supply business and a craft shop. 

He’s been in the restaurant business since 1973, 
having formerly run both Egad’s and Beaver’s East, as well 
as designing restaurants. 

Bi-State fills most restaurant needs by offering 
supplies, service, and equipment. The full-time staff of three 
also offers sales and installation of residential stainless steel 
stoves much like those used in restaurants. 

Mr. Zubroski says, “We wouldn’t leave the area 
between the two interstates and that made Riverdale perfect 
for us. They’ re great neighbors and everybody helps.” 
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The Businesses 
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POWERHOUSE PRODUCTIONS 


The brainchild of Riverdale resident Jeff Struve, 
Powerhouse Productions is a recording studio that has 
produced not only radio spots and school productions, but 
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Peniston. 
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The Fourth of July 


If there is one day that is set aside over all others in 
Riverdale, it would seem to be the Fourth of July. That is the 
one day of the year the entire town can be counted on to 
celebrate together. Between the parade up Manor Drive, the 
various attractions like the clowns and balloon sculptors, the 
great food, the camaraderie of friends and neighbors, and the 
expansive fireworks show that closes the evening, there is 
certainly something for everyone. 





The Fourth of July waterfight. 
The celebration on the Fourth of July, 2000, though 


somewhat water-soaked, was an important one as it marked 
the beginning of Riverdale’s Golden Jubilee. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Uncle Sam — 
Rick Ricketts and his wife Pat. 
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Uncle Sam (Rick Ricketts), during a Fourth 
of July parade, waving from his perch atop 
the town’s hook and ladder truck. 


The Tinker family float which won first prize at the July 4, 
2000 parade. Front row: Isabel and Marque Fincher, Chennel 
and Briana Davis, Ian Fincher, Chase and Diamond Parker, 
Maya and Emmie Corbet. Back row: Natalie and Jude Allen, 
Pat Bergman. The deck officer is Jon Curtis. 





The kitchen band — another favorite on the Fourth. 
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New Town Hall 


In 1989, the Riverdale Council authorized a commit- 
tee to pursue a site and oversee construction of a new town 
hall. 

The site chosen was the northwest corner of State 
Street and Manor Drive on land owned by ALCOA. The 
aluminum company donated the land to the town and 
construction began in the fall of 1989. 

Completed in November, 1990, the debt-free cost of 
the new facility was $982,000. 


a 





The lower level houses the fire station, including bays 
for four trucks, a chief’s office, and radio room. The upper 
level contains the council chamber, community room and 
kitchen, as well as the mayor’s and city clerk’s offices. 
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The 1990 Town Officials at the dedication of the new town 
hall. L to R: Councilperson Eldon Hansen, Treasurer Mary 
Hanson, Councilperson Rex Concannon, Councilperson 
Norma Wren, Mayor John Rodgers, Councilperson Clyde E. 
Shenk, Clerk Linda Phillips, and Councilperson Dean Hiles. 


The dedication ceremony and open house for the new 
town hall was held on December 2, 1990. 
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The Parks 


Bicentennial Park 


The council approved a resolution to pursue the 
development of a park in September, 1976. The land was 
purchased from ALCOA for $40,000 in May of 1977 and the 
park was dedicated during that summer. 

The park is located at the southeast corner of Circle 
Drive and Manor Drive on approximately two acres of land. 





Bicentennial Park. 


tennis Court Lighting 






BICENTENNIAL 


Map of Bicentennial Park. 
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Map of Havens Acres Park. 
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Havens Acres Park 


Havens Acres Park, located west of Kensington 
Road from State Street to Sycamore Lane, was first 
approved in 1984, but the land wasn’t purchased until 1991. 
The park was completed in April of 1992, and dedicated on 


May 31, 1992. 
Property adjacent to the park was purchased in 1997 


and the size of the park was increased to two acres. 


Havens Acres Park. 
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The Fall Festival 


Riverdale’s Fall Festival was held October 14, 2000 
at ALCOA’s Kelly Cottage along the banks of the Mississippi 
River. Held to honor the Volunteer Fire Department, the 
town presented each member of the department with a 
memento in gratitude for the group’s dedicated service. 

The town’s firefighting equipment was also on 
display, allowing residents to get a peek at the equipment 
that helps the department to be rated among the top, for its 
size, in the entire country. 

Also about 120 of the town’s residents were 
photographed depicting the “50” symbolic of the town’s 
golden jubilee. 

















Riverdale Through the Years — Officials 


January 1, 1951 - December 31, 1955 
Mayor John C. Crissey 


Council Sam Blair 
W. Irvin Graham 
Hugh R. Seibel 
Clyde E. Shenk 
Albert J. Welch 


January 1, 1956 - December 31, 1957 
Mayor John C. Crissey 


Council W. Irvin Graham 
Clyde E. Shenk 
Robert Burke 
Raymond Connelly 
Boyd Keller 


January 1, 1958 - December 31, 1965 
Mayor Robert Burke (resigned 6/58) 
Vann S. Horrigan (6/58 -12/65) 


Council W. Irvin Graham 
Clyde E. Shenk 
Raymond Connelly 
John C. Crissey 
Boyd Keller 





January 1, 1966 - December 31, 1967 


Mayor 


Council 


Vann S. Horrigan 


W. Irvin Graham 
Clyde E. Shenk 
Boyd Keller 
Edward E. Voss 
Joseph Breazel 


January 1, 1968 - December 31, 1969 


Mayor 


Council 


Vann S. Horrigan 


Clyde E. Shenk 
Boyd Keller 

W. Irvin Graham 
Joseph Breazel 
Jimmy Shirk 


_ January 1, 1970 - December 31, 1971 


Mayor 


Council 


Vann S. Horrigan 


Clyde E. Shenk 
Boyd Keller 
John H. Lueders 
Jimmy Shirk 


Joseph Breazel (resigned 11/70) 
Allen Neely (appointed 12/70) 
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January 1, 1972 - December 31, 1975 


Mayor 


Council 


Ralph I. Brooks 


Clyde E. Shenk 

Boyd Keller 

John H. Lueders 

Phillip M. Huber 

Jimmy W. Shirk (resigned 2/73) 
Terry L. Kounkel (appointed 4/73) 


January 1, 1976 - December 31, 1979 


Mayor 


Council 


Ralph I. Brooks 


Clyde E. Shenk 

John H. Lueders (resigned 1/77) 
Allen Neely (appointed 2/77) 
Phillip M. Huber (resigned 4/77) 
Albert J. Welch (appointed 5/77) 
Boyd Keller (resigned 12/77) 
Terry L. Kounkel (resigned 12/77) 
Thomas Ehredt (appointed 1/78) 
Harry P. Paulsen (appointed 1/78) 
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January 1, 1980 - December 31, 1981 


Mayor 


Council 


Ralph I. Brooks (resigned 8/8 1) 
John L. Rodgers (appointed 9/8 1) 


Clyde E. Shenk 
Allen Neely 
Thomas C. Ehredt 
Albert J. Welch 
Philip Doherty 


January 1, 1982 - December 31, 1983 


Mayor 


Council 


John L. Rodgers 


Clyde E. Shenk 
Albert J. Welch 
John Franklin 
Mary Mulvihill 
Marie Randol 


January 1, 1984 - December 31, 1985 


Mayor 


Council 


John L. Rodgers 


Clyde E. Shenk 

John Franklin 

Eldon Hansen 

David Hurt (resigned 3/85) 
Mary Mulvihill (appointed 3/85) 
George Musal (resigned 6/85) 
Kay Pille (appointed 8/85) 
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January 1, 1986 - December 31, 1987 


Mayor 


Council 


John Kempton 


Clyde E. Shenk 
John Franklin 
Eldon Hansen 
Rex Concannon 
Norma Wren 


January 1, 1988 - December 31, 1991 


Mayor 


Council 


John Kempton 


Clyde E. Shenk 
Eldon Hansen 
Rex Concannon 
Norma Wren 
Dean Hiles 


January 1, 1992 - December 31, 1993 


Mayor 


Council 


John L. Rodgers 


Eldon Hansen 
Rex Concannon 
Norma Wren 
Teresa Stickler 
Allen Speth 
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The Parks 


Bicentennial Park 


The council approved a resolution to pursue the 
development of a park in September, 1976. The land was 
purchased from ALCOA for $40,000 in May of 1977 and the 
park was dedicated during that summer. 

The park is located at the southeast corner of Circle 
Drive and Manor Drive on approximately two acres of land. 





Bicentennial Park. 


tennis Court Lighting 






BICENTENNIAL 


Map of Bicentennial Park. 
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TOWN CLERKS 
Sam Blair Pro Tem —-1951 
Walter Roemer 1951 — 1956 

Charles K. Jones 1957 — 1970 
Joseph D. Breazel 1970 — 1980 
Donna Arp 1980 — 1982 
Deborah Nier 1982 — 1984 i 
Shirley Masten 1984 — 1985 

Barbara Oelstrom 1985 — 1986 

Linda Phillips 1986 — Present 


First Mayor, Jack Crissey 
at work. { 





; 2000 Town Council. Left to Right: Teri Stickler, Dennis 
Speth, Norma Wren, Mayor Eldon Hansen, Linda Phillips, 
Jim Beran, Rex Concannon. 





Longtime public servant 
Clyde Shenk. 
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The Town of Riverdale 
Cordially Invites you to the 
Riverdale Open House 


December 27, 2000 
From 
7 pm to 9 pm 
at the 
Town Hall 
110 Manor Drive 
Riverdale, IA 


The occasion is to commerate the 
official incorporation of the 
Town of Riverdale 


Refreshments will be provided for all residents 
and guests of Riverdale 
Please Plan to attend and share this 
very special occasion 


Join us as we celebrate fifty 


years of Riverdale, lowa. Read 
the stories and meet the people 
who helped build “the richest 
community in lowa.” 
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